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Graphic from Secondlife.com
Users are welcomed upon entering MnSCU Island in Second Life's 3-D virtual world. Winona State University plans to
purchase land to be used for educational purposes and as a promotional tool for Winona State.

Stephanie Trask
WINONAN
Welcome to Secondlife.com , a global
Web site designed to create a virtual
world, or a second life. Create an avatar, or
character, and walk around in a 3-D world
to communicate with other avatars.
Using Linden dollars, an avatar can buy
or sell clothes, furniture, cars, anything.
Build a house. Build a business. Create a
market. Live another life.
Winona State University may soon be
part of this virtual world.
Winona State's parent organization,
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
(MnSCU), has recently paid almost $1,000

Phone: (507) 457-5119

to buy an island about 8,000 acres in size
on Second Life, called MnSCU Island,
according to information from Secondlife.
cm.
The purpose of purchasing the island
is for educational and research methods,
according to Ken Graetz and John Stafford,
who are leading the MnSCU funded project
at Winona State in collaboration with
computer science and education programs.
Hundreds of colleges and universities
around the world already use Second Life
for many different reasons.
St. Paul College has a building on
MnSCU Island created for students to hang
their artwork on display.

A school in Florida allows avatars to
launch a rocket into space to go on a virtual
tour of the solar system. Another college is
using Second Life for architecture students
to build virtual buildings.
Winona State's island is not quite that
fancy yet, nor may ever be.
"Right now, we're just looking to see what
Second Life can do for our students and for
our professors as educators," Graetz said.
"How can this benefit our university?"
Graetz and Stafford are looking at two
ways as ofnow: to see the emerging potential
effectiveness of educational resources and
See SECOND LIFE, Page 5

http://www.winona.edu/winonan

Nalgene users save in the Smaug
Sarah Burgen
WINONAN
Reusable containers can not
only save resources, but can
now save money in the piggy
bank.
A 25 cent discount is now
given to anyone who fills up
a reusable container, such as a
Nalgene bottle, in the Smaug.
Lindsay Haupt, a Winona
State University sophomore
and the Environmental Club
secretary, pushed this initiative
at an Ad Hoc Sustainability
meeting, a committee that meets
every two weeks to discuss
various campus issues.
(Chartwell's
asked
"I
Dining Services manager
Bruce Bechtle) why students
weren't allowed to use reusable
containers in the Smaug," said
Haupt.
She said that Bechtle's reply
was one of surprise; he was not
aware that this was an issue for
students.

production and shipping
was
Bechtle
that goes with it—all
for
approached
processes that result in
comment but did not
harm."
respond by the time of
However, Chartwell's
press.
employees have not
After several phone
seen many people
calls and e-mails,
take
advantage of this
Haupt arranged the
discount.
discount with Bechtle
Matt Thompson, who
and Chartwell's
works at Coyote Jack's,
employees.
said he was seen one person
According to Haupt,
fill up a Nalgene bottle,
50,000 Styrofoam are
while Fiona Liu, who
used and wasted each
works at Sub Generation,
week, which averages
has not seen anyone.
to 1.6 million cups a
However, Sharon Angst,
school year.
a Smaug supervisor, said
"By doing this, we
that she has seen the trend
hope to both make a
pick up.
slight difference in
"It's starting to catch on,
the waste this school
but it's going to take some
produces, as well as
time," she said. "It's a good
raise awareness on
deal for the environment,
campus," she said.
Brian Sanders, Photo illustration by Paul Solberg/WINONAN and for the kids."
The discount does not
a member of the
apply to combo meals;
of the product itself that we
Environmental Club,
said, "It's not only the waste need to consider, but also the however, a reusable container

can still be used.
Last year, Environmental
Club President Tara Hohoff
spoke with Chartwell's
about eliminating the use of
Styrofoam altogether.
This was not followed
through, according to Haupt,
because Chartwell's said that
the Styrofoam used does not
contain chlorofluorocarbons,
which is what causes Styrofoam
to break down so slowly.
said that the
Haupt
Environmental Club has a
committee focused solely on
dining service policies.
"They plan to continue
addressing the products used in
the Smaug," she said.
She added, "Using a reusable
cup is easy, specifically a
Nalgene. They're transportable
and can be made handy."
Sarah can be reached at
SCBurgen5575@winona.edu .

Winona State music student receives 'Composer of the Year'
Winona State University music student Jake Runestad has
been selected as Minnesota Collegiate Composer of the Year by
the Minnesota Music Educators
Association (MMEA) for the
second consecutive year.
Runestad, a music major,
submitted five original music
scores to the MMEA composition contest.
Four pieces won first place
distinctions. His fifth piece,
"Celebrate Our God" for adult
and youth choir, praise band,
piano, trumpet, and hand bells,
won a second place award.
All pieces were submitted to
the contest as sheet music and
recordings.
Runestad said he is honored
to receive this distinction for
the second year.
He said for many young composers, it can be a struggle to
find an outlet to perform origi-
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nal works.
Runestad is excited about the
exposure this award will bring
to his work.
The MMEA judges were
impressed with Runestad's efforts.
One judge said, "Your musical ideas come through completely clear, you have a really
good handle on dramatic pacing, it is extremely effective."
Anotherjudge saidRunestad's
work has "balance, prosody
and range - everything is as it
should be."
Runestad said the world
around him inspires him to
compose.
He counts the environment,
personal emotions and interactions between all things as his
main inspirations.
"When I am composing, I
am expressing myself through
music," Runestad said. "Like

a painter, I
paint pictures
except my
pictures are
music and
my paint is
sounds. I use
color just as a
painter would,
my colors are
in the form
of sounds and
combinations
of the sounds
give me an extensive palette
of shades and
hues to choose
from."
Since coming to Winons State,
Runestad has
had many
Photo credit, Winona State University
meaningful
Jake Runestad poses in front of his instrument
musical expe- of choice.

riences.
He said WSU faculty have
encouraged his efforts as a
composer and continually find
outlets for his pieces to be performed.
According to Winona State
professor Donald Lovejoy,
"Jake brings an innate talent
for music, a desire to achieve
something meaningful and the
discipline needed for rigorous
study to his work."
Runestad plans to graduate
in spring 2009 with a degree
in music education.
He aspires to teach high
school band after graduation
and to eventually attend graduate school to further study
composition.
Runestad's first place pieces
will be performed by Winona
State students at a composition
contest recital at the MMEA
state convention in February.

UPAC denies Frozen River request
Club members beg for funds to keep film fest free
Dana Kudelka
Ruth DeFoster
WINONAN

Frozen River Film Festival. This
donation waived the normal fee
to students who showed their
student ID.
For the last two years,
This year, however, UPAC
Winona State University voted against a proposal to
students have had free access provide the money to the
to the four-day Frozen River festival. UPAC director Jason
Film Festival made possible Zimmerman said that reasons
by a $3,000 donation from for turning down the proposal
the University Programming are hard to pinpoint.
Activities Committee (UPAC).
"There
weren't
really
But this year, students almost any hard facts on how many
had to pay $45 for a weekend students were participating and
pass to the film fest. attending," Zimmerman said.
The festival, which is "And this year, they asked for
running on its third year, is $5,000 instead of $3,000, and it
an annual event sponsored by kind of set people off the wrong
Theater du Mississippi, a non- way because we had a hard
profit organization located in time trying to justify why they
Winona since 1997. wanted $2,000 more."
The festival is a four-day Joe Reed, student union
event that features independent director and UPAC adviser,
films, speaking engagements, said the reason UPAC turned
musical events and workshops. down the request was that the
Each day taps into the $5,000 request cut too deeply
new themes, focusing on into UPAC's yearly $80,000
environmental sustainability, budget.
cultural diversity, travel and
"(The $5,000 donation) is
extreme sports.
a good chunk of our budget,"
In 2005 and 2006, UPAC Reed said. "If you think about
voted to donate $3,000 to the it, UPAC spends $10 a student.

Spring concerts run $40,000
to $50,000—some as much as
$60,000. Entertainment is a lot
of money."
Reed said he wanted students
to be able to attend the film
festival for free, and that the
festival was "a good thing, and
a good deal for our students."
Still, Reed, said, given the
budget constraints, he thinks
UPAC made the right decision.
The Frozen River Film
Festival Club, a recently formed
student club that promotes the
festival to students, decided to
seek free funding for students'
entry from the Student Fund
Management Committee
(SFMC).
"We knew directly after
UPAC didn't fund it that we had
to find another way," Frozen
River Film Festival Club
President Shannon Lippke said.
"It's imperative for students to
be able to go; we knew if they
had to pay their own way, it
would really deter people from
going."
Amanda Farley, a mass
communication junior and

It's all in the
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member of the club, feels the
Frozen River Film Festival
gives a sense of community
involvement.
"International
students
and environmental clubs get
involved during the Frozen
River Film Festival," Farley
said. "Frozen River Film
Festival intertwines more of
a community on the WSU
campus."
Lippke brought a proposal
before SFMC Nov. 14, which
passed a recommendation onto
student senate for approval.
Travis Carlson, the student
senate treasurer and SFMC cochair, said that student senate
found the motion easy to pass
after the club trimmed $2,000
from their request and explained
why the festival would be
important to students.

"(Frozen
River
Film
Festival) is a pretty big event,
so letting students get in free is
a big deal," Carlson said. "Who
funds it isn't important, it's just
important that students get in
free."
One of the films that will
be shown is called Conviction.
It's about three nuns who broke
into a missile silo in Colorado
to protest nuclear weapons. The
nuns have since been released
from jail and will be speaking
at the festival.
The Frozen River Film
Festival will be held from Jan.
24-27 on the Winona State
campus.

The Lutheran Campus
Center, The Winona Catholic
Worker, The Newman Center,
and The Winona Area Peace
Makers invite members of the
Winona State community to
come and express hope for
peace in Iraq.
The intention is to join together in prayer and meditation,
expressing hope for an end to
the killing and destruction of
the Iraq War.
The vigil will run for 24
hours from 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
2 until 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 3
in Windom Park, downtown
Winona.
Participants are invited to
come as individuals or as a
group. Participants may pray

or witness, as is your custom,
to cover a period of time within
the 24 hours.
Participants may wish to
fast. A celebratory meal will
be held at the Bethany Catholic
Worker House after the vigil at
832 W. Broadway St.
There will be an opening
ceremony at 5 p.m. Sunday and
a closing ceremony at 4:30 p.m.
Monday.
Scheduling to vigil for
groups or individuals is by onehour time slots from 6 p.m.
Sunday Dec. 3 to 4 p.m. Monday, Dec 4.
To sign up for a time or for
more information call 4547875 or e-mail winonavigil@
gmail.com .

Dana can be reached at
DJKudelk7481@winona.edu .
Ruth can be reached at
RMDefost2404@winona.edu .

Peace vigil
held Sunday
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'River Rat' teaches class on
environment, inner-peace
Greg Eichten
WINONAN
In this modern age, it seems
there are only a small number
of people who have the true gift
of storytelling.
Kenny Salwey is one of
them.
Salwey, the subject of the
2005 Discovery Channel
documentary "Mississippi:
Tales of the Last River Rat,"
spoke earlier this month at
Winona State University about
his life on the Mississippi
River. About 45 people were in
attendance.
Salwey also instructs a threecredit course at Winona State
through the Residential College
program called Insights and
Implications.
The class meets one weekend
out of every month for the
entire school year. They go to
the swamp where Salwey lives
and engage in activities like
journaling, canoeing, nature
walks and campfire stories.
Rachel Allen, a senior taking
Salwey's class, thoroughly
enjoys it.
"It's really nice to get out
and • be with someone like
Kenny; he puts you at peace,"
Allen said. "He focuses on this
being a place for you to be you,
and that we're all one with
everything."
Salwey was able to be
himself in a place not many
people ever experience.
He grew up in Buffalo
County, Wis., which he

described as "hill country."
As a child he caught trout
and played by the river every
day. Salwey said that those
young years were the best in his
life, but they soon ended when
his mother forced him to go to
school.
"It all went downhill from
there," said Salwey.
Years later, Salwey joined
the army and visited New York
City. It was a big culture shock
for a country boy, so when
his time in the army was over,
he retired to the Mississippi
backwater swamps.
He constructed three
separate camps and lived there
alone by the river for 28 years.
"I didn't like people, I felt
inferior to them," said Salwey.
"During those 28 years I didn't
care about nothing but me."
He had a change of heart
the day his friend Jim Everson
asked him to speak about the
Mississippi River at a teachers'
conference.
"Jim said to me that he
thought I was one of the most
selfish, greedy people he'd
ever met," Salwey said. "He
convinced me that I should
think about doing something to
give back to nature."
Salwey spoke at the teachers'
conference; and to his surprise,
the talk was a big success.
Afterward, a few teachers
approached him about coming
in to talk to their classes. Salwey
was even more surprised to
find himself accepting these

requests.
"I discovered something,
a paradox," said Salwey.
"Sometimes in order to keep
something you have to give it
away."
Since then, Salwey has
spoken at numerous schools
and has become a proponent for
protecting the earth's natural
resources and the Mississippi
River.
As Salwey spoke to an
audience of college students, he
told them that their generation
has a responsibility to care for
the environment and to look
seven generations down the
road.
"Your generation will make
the difference, and will provide
the solution," Salwey said.
As an acclaimed storyteller,
he believes that all people are
travelers in the circle of life.
He wears his cap as a security
blanket and owns a watch, but
doesn't want to get in the habit
of using it.
The focus of Salwey's
class, according to Allen,
is the appreciation of being
outside and being at peace with
oneself.
"I like the feeling I get when
I go out there," said Allen. "You
come from such a busy week,
and once you're out there you
never know what time it is.
It's totally different; it's very
refreshing."
Greg can be reached at
GJEichte 1 670@winona.edu .

Political science club hosts war film
The Political Science Association and the American Democracy Project will be showing the documentary "Why We
Fight" at 5 p.m. on Thursday
in Winona State University's
Somsen Auditorium.

4 News

"Why We Fight" is an investigative account of the militaryindustrial complex and all its
various components.
The event is a part of a shared
campaign to increase political
activity and political awareness

among college students.
The event is open to Winona State students, St. Mary's
University students, Minnesota
Southeast Technical students
and the general public.
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Fred Schulze/WINONAN
Kenny Sawley, instructor of an outdoor Winona State
course, talks with students Nov. 7 in Pasteur Hall. Sawley
lived alone for 28 yeras by the Mississippi River and was
featured in a 2005 Discovery Channel documentary.

New FAQ tool provides
quick answers on the Web
As the end of the approaches, many students may have
questions about registration
holds, where to get a blue card,
when tuition is due, and many
others.
A new tool implemented
on Winona State's homepage
(www.winona.edu) can answer
all of these questions in a matter of minutes.
A new purple button with the
flaming "W" is located at the
bottom right corner of Winona

State's homepage? This tool,
called RightNow, leads to an
FAQ page and offers answers
to 85 different frequently-asked
questions.
These questions come from
a variety of different topics and
users can search by keyword or
by topic.
RightNow also provides
helpful links to get more information.
RightNow can be accessed
24 hours a day.

SECOND LIFE
also for supporting student
services — for example, to
promote the university.
The use of Second Life in the
classroom would be the choice
of the professor, Graetz said.
One way to use Second Life
for Winona State would be
to create a virtual campus for
online users to tour, in case
prospective students had limited
means to make a trip to Winona
to tour the campus.
"People
are
extremely
visual," Graetz said. "They
are attracted to a 3-D world. It
allows more cognitive ways of
looking at the world."
Avatars can fly, walk through
walls, and transport to places
around the world in a matter
of seconds. However, Second
Life is not a game. There is no
health, point value or levels.
As with living in the real
world, Graetz cautions that
there are the same dysfunctional
behaviors that on Second Life
that one would find in real life.
"There is a lot ofpornography
on secondlife. com," said Graetz.
"Some people will build a store
and stream inappropriate video
clips in it."
Also, there are some people
who will use their avatars to

harass other avatars on Second
Life. However, there are ways
of reporting this behavior to
Linden, the company that owns
Second Life.
This would also explain why
there are two separate grids,
or worlds, on Second Life —
one for teens, which is highly
monitored, and one for adults,
which has fewer restrictions.
Darrell Downs is a political
science professor at Winona
State and has his doubts
about using Second Life as an
educational method.
"I don't see much redeeming
value in promoting a model
of the real world," Downs
said. "You can't have civil,
intelligent conversations on
Secondlife.com ."
Downs created an avatar
himself to explore the Web site
to find why MnSCU has bought
the island.
"I just don't see how making
our first life in a second life
will be any better; it's not a
positive place or a pleasant
environment," Downs said.
Downs also has concerns
with the funded money by
MnSCU for Second Life
purposes.
"It may not be a lot of money
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Continued from Page 1
spent on MnSCU Island, but
its dollars we're not getting in
other places," he also said.
Second Life is a
commercialized Web site used
by corporations all over the
world. IBM owns 15 islands
that are protected so that
employees can use them for
business. When the movie 300
came out, Second Life was used
as a promotional tool.
Second Life has been seen
in recent popular television
shows, such "The Office," and
"CSI New York."
In "The Office," television
character Dwight Schrute
creates an avatar because he is
unhappy with his current life
and plays while he is at work.
Investigators in "CSI: New
York" create avatars to track
down virtual evidence on
Second Life to figure out why
a real person is dead.
Winona State's next step is
to purchase an island similar to
MnSCU Island.
Graetz expected this to
happen within the next few
months.
Stephanie can be reached at
SMTrask8045@winona.edu.
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Photography contest
sponsored by Mass Comm
department
The Winona State University Mass Communication Department seeks entries for its
biannual Student Photography
Showcase to be exhibited in
February 2008 at the Winona
Arts Center.
Currently enrolled WSU students in any major may submit
original photographs shot during the past two years. Submitted photos must be high-quality
prints on glossy or matte finish
photo paper. Prints may be color or black and white and can
be from film or digital images.
Photos submitted must be no
smaller than 5x7 and no larger
than 8x10. The title of the image, along with the photographer's name, major, phone
number and e-mail address,
must be written on the back of

each submitted photo.
Photographs will be juried by
a team of Mass Communication faculty.
About 30 images will be selected for inclusion in the exhibit based on originality, cornposition, aesthetic and technical
quality, and variety of subject
matter.
Students whose work is selected for the exhibit will be
asked to participate in a framing and matting workshop in
January, help hang the show at
the Winona Arts Center on Jan.
31, and host a reception at the
show's opening on Feb. 1.
The deadline for submissions is Friday, Dec. 14. Photos should be submitted to the
WSU Mass Communication
Office, Phelps 126.
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Upcoming Events Calendar
Fantastic Four: Senior
Show Art Exhibit

The Senior Show Art Exhibit will be from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
starting today and ending Dec.
5 at Paul Watkins Art Gallery
in Watkins Hall. The Senior
Show Art Exhibit is part of the
celebration of the university's
150th anniversary. The exhibit
includes painting, drawing,
printmaking, ceramics, sculpture and graphic design.
Student recital

The music department offers a student recital today at
noon at the Recital Hall in the
Performing Arts Center. The
recital features Cory Meier on
trumpet; Peter Schuneman on
alto saxophone; Bo Ties on the
piano; Jeremy Marquez on the
violin; Eric Brisson on the pi-

are at 7:30 p.m. today through
Sunday at the Dorothy B. Magnus Blackbox of the Performing Arts Center. The cost is $7
for adults and $5 for students
and senior citizens.

ano, Chantel Walters, soprano;
Deanne Mohr on the piano;
Brittney Gabrielson on the
clarinet; and Silas Bergen on
the piano. The event is free and
open to the public.

"Messiah" Sing-in

CLASP: "The Past and
Future of WSU"

The Winona State Choirs
sponsor a "Messiah" Sing-in
at 7 p.m. Saturday in Somsen
Auditorium. The event features
guest conductors, choirs and
instrumentalists. The cost is $5
for adults and $3 for students
and senior citizens.

The CLASP lecture series
features Troy Paino in a presentation of "The Past and Future
of WSU: A Panel Discussion"
today at 7 p.m. in Stark Auditorium. The event is free and
open to the public.
"Proof"

Jazz Combo

The Theatre and Dance Department presents "Proof," a
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award
winning play that uses a mathematical proof as a metaphor for
love and trust. Performances

The Jazz Combo, coordinated by Richard Hammergren,
will be held at 7:30 p.m. Monday at the Art Tye Lounge in
Kryzsko Commons. The event
is free and open to the public.
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Meow, am going to
make a list.

Mew- Meow—,
Why:are youso
excited, Ben?

Mem! How can you not. Appetit?
thaaksgiving for turki:s sake.
And we get to eat turkey tomorrow!

Weil, a hst of people who
you want to give thanks to.
So that I can write a thank
you letter.

A list? What list?

Nah!! Of course NUT! I was actually thinking
Santa Claus and Rudolph, let them know
that rve been a good kitten It year!

Yen really shad be athanied of yourself. Youknow, merely in Ameria there are about4i6
turkeys were killed on thanksgiving dw
WE :should :rename thanksgivin
as •I'ltiternatinnal feel
sorry fur Unisys day"

You meao„.like Pete?
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Cruise ship sinking propels
debate over tourism's threat
to Antarctic environment
PUNTA ARENAS, Chile
(AP) — A cruise ship that sank
into the Antarctic and was
quickly rescued is an indication
of a tourism boom that some
say will threaten Antarctica's
environment.
The 154 passengers and
crew of the MS Explorer were
all saved from life rafts this
weekend by a Norwegian cruise
ship.
Tourism in the world's southernmost continent has increased
sharply, from about 7,000 tourists in 1992-93 to 30,000 last
season.

Seven countries have made
territorial claims in Antarctica,
but they are not recognized,
and some claim the same piece
of the continent.
The Antarctic Treaty was
signed in 1959 with the aim of
preventing military operations
in Antarctica. Its members meet
annually and adopt recommendations, but there is no authority to enforce them.
This has left the Antarctic
tourism industry largely selfregulated.
The International Association of Antarctica Tour Opera-

tors was founded by seven
companies with the goal of
promoting travel that promoted safety and environmentally
sound practices.
The group now has 99 members, but there are tour groups
working outside the association
which may not follow its safety
and environmental guidelines.
The Antarctic's dangerous
weather conditions sleet,
fog, high winds and hazardous seas make sailing difficult,
and cruise ships are not exempt
from these conditions.

Toys donated to Rushford
children affected by floods
After the floods this summer in Winona County, an
organization at Winona State
University is collecting toys
for families who have lost
their homes.
Rushford was one of the
hardest hit cities, and about
140 families are without a
home this Christmas.
The Winona State National Society of College Scholas organized a toy drive
through Flood of Love, a
charity that Root River Community Church in Rushford
started after the disaster.

NSCS is helping 56 families out of the 112 signed up
for Flood of Love, with a
total of 130 kids "adopted, -

according to Heather Young,
the executive vice president.
They have 75 of their
members participating.
Packages were put together with holiday presents for
all of the children.
All the gifts were collected at the Nov. 19 meeting
and will be delivered to the
families on Dec. 5.
Flood of Love is not just
for toys. The organization
helps all finnilies with supplies, meals, clothes or anything needed.

People from the charity
check in with the families
each week to see if they need
anything from food to winter
coats.
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All grades are not created equa
Samuel Keane-Rudolph
Op/Ed Columnist
Two weeks -ago, when I
found out that I would have
to make straight As for the
remainder of this year to boost
my cumulative GPA above 3.9, I
went and spoke to the professor
instructing my hardest class
and asked him if he thought
earning an A in his class was
possible. He in turn wanted to
know why I was so concerned
about grades.
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But the reason I don't care
about my GPA is because it's a
meaningless number assigned
subjectively from
a combination of
incompatible factors.
The A I earned in
PHYS 140, Energy,
widely regarded as
the easiest class at
Winona State, was
not as difficult as the
A I earned in MCOM
275, Publication
Design. I worked maybe six
hours total for the A in Energy.
I worked at least ten hours on
each project in Publication
Design.
So class difficulty varies,
but assuming they're worth
the same number of credits,
the GPA points awarded are
the same, regardless of how

Carl Hunter

Going into your advisor majors or anyone with a ton of
meeting you should know credits or low class demand.
what classes you want Most likely their registration
window is way before
to take. Avoid
8a.m.'s and night
yours. Also, their
. classes aren't in high
classes.
Night
always
demand so there's
classes
no rush for them to
seem cool but very
few people enjoy
register. Slip 'em a
four hours of class
few bucks to reserve
a seat for you. You
around dinnertime.
Figure out what
may have moral
classes your friends
objections to this
are taking. It's much easier but registration really is a free
to find the motivation to go for all.
and participate if you know
Set your alarm clock for
someone else there. This your registration window. The
all seems like lame excuses but second it opens, pick up the
hey, if you have the choice, set classes you want. If you didn't
yourself up to succeed the get one, check back all the time.
easiest way possible. Besides, Make that page your homepage
college is much more fun when and check it every time.
you can stay up late with your
Why? You may be able to
friends and still be conscious in intercept someone holding a
class the next day.
class or pounce on a seat of
Befriend seniors, transfer someone who switched classes.
students, computer science Worse comes to worse, prepare
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of the people in a given class
will get Bs, with a fair number
getting As or Cs. But some
professors grade on the old C
curve, where getting Cs was
good because it meant you did
as well as the average student.
Let's not even mention the As
that start at 75 percent or the
ones that start at 92 percent.
But even with this mindboggling mess of a system, I can
still see why people care about
their GPA. If the university and
its faculty want students not to
care, then maybe Winona State
should stop tying unimportant
things to that unimportant
number. I mean, why would a
student care about continued
scholarship and athletics
eligibility anyway? They're
here to learn, after all.

nurse registration made easy

Op/Ed Columnist

The opinions of this newspaper do not reflect those of the
MnSCU system, Winona State
University, its faculty, staff or
student body. Any questions or
comments should be directed to
the Winonan publication board,
editors or submitted as letters
to the editor.

much effort really went into the
class.
Professors vary, too. I wrote
a paper for ENG 210, Advanced
Expository Writing. I left out
an entire main point from the
thesis and not only left it out,
but started the first sentence
of the point and left the rest of
the sentence and the following
three paragraphs I meant to
write completely out of the
paper. It got a question mark
next to it and an A stamped on
the cover page.
If I'd done the same thing for
MCOM 334, Feature Writing,
it would have gotten a D and
instructions to rewrite it by the
next class period.
Grading systems vary just
as widely. As a whole, the
university seems to be on an
unwritten B scale. As in, most

Now, before we get all
huffy, I'm not saying the new
honors system is bad. It's not
— the old system
was bad because
the standards were
lower than for any
other school I've
ever seen. So now
it's fixed and the
standards are a tad
higher than for any
other school I've
ever seen. Good.
Earning honors means more
now.
My professor wanted to
know, though, why I cared so
much about that number.
Truth be told, I don't. But
it's not out of any exalted sense
of learning or my feeling that
grades aren't as important as
effort and learning.

A lot of crazy things have
happened since the last paper.
Hulk Hogan was served
divorce papers, the stock
market is "crashing," and Rex
Grossman threw a touchdown
pass. Shocking, I know. But,
the event most relevant to
you is the opening of spring
registration windows. Here's
some tips:
advisor
Setup
your
appointment. Do this ASAP.
Every semester is a race to get
the classes you want. Before
you can do anything, you
need a registration code.
To get that, your advisor is
supposed to give it to you.
Schedule the meeting as soon
as possible. Skip class to make
it. There are other ways to get
your registration code, but I
can't advise those.

Paul Solberg, Editor-in-Chief

winonan cr winona.edu

for the blue card. Grab the
card from registrars office,
fill out everything you can so
that on the first day of class,
all the teacher needs to do is
sign off and you're golden.
The less work they have to do,
the more likely you'll win them
over.
Scope out beforehand what
their history of blue carding is.
By the time classes are starting
you should have a schedule
setup.
Perhaps its not your number
one choice of schedules, in this
case. Continue to keep checking
for open seats two weeks into
the year. Many students drop
classes because it wasn't for
them, things freed up, or they
decided to move to Barbados.
That's the time to seize.
Plan, be persistent, and
attack all opportunities!

(507) 457-5119

Tancredo's campaign misrepresents
Ruth DeFoster
Guest Op/Ed Columnist
I recently had the misfortune
of watching a political
advertisement for Tom
Tancredo.
If you're not familiar with
him, Tancredo is a Republican
presidential hopeful who's
polling in the single digits. His
platform can be summed up in
four words: Illegal immigration
is bad.
Here's how the ad went:
Tancredo: "Hi, I'm Tom
Tancredo. And I approved this
message, because someone
needs to say it."
Cue the ominous, moviepreview announcer voice.
Ominous narrator: "There
are consequences to open
borders beyond the 20 million
aliens who've come to take
our jobs. Islamic terrorists now

freely roam U.S. soil. Jihadists
who froth with hate, here to do
as they have in London, Spain,
and Russia. The price we pay
for spineless politicians who
refuse to defend our borders
against those who
come to kill."
While the narrator
is gravely intoning
these words, scenes
from terrorist attacks
are shown. A heart
beats. A clock is
ticking.
A mysterious man
with a backpack appears to
be acting out a future terrorist
attack. The man places the
backpack next to a bench. The
screen goes black. There is an
explosion.
reads:
The
screen
"Tancredo... before it's too
late."
My biggest problem with

this advertisement (apart from
the infantile scare tactics and
transparent political pandering)
is the way it frames the illegal
immigration problem.
Nearly everyone agrees that
illegal immigration
is a problem.
Differences arise in
the best approach
to solving the
problem—the farright suggest that
we close the borders
entirely, while the
far-left suggest that
we drastically change our policy
to cater to illegal immigrants.
Tancredo is taking the wrong
approach to addressing illegal
immigration.
First, he equates illegal
immigration with terrorism. He
implies that the "consequences
to open borders" are terrorist
attacks.

I'd like to remind him that
the people who are bombing
buildings, crashing planes,
and wreaking havoc generally
aren't coming in across the
Mexican border. In the 2005
London bombings, all the
terrorists involved were British
citizens. The Sept. 11 terrorists
had student visas or offered
documentation (sometimes
fraudulent) to enter the U.S.
via legal channels. It's not that
illegal immigrants couldn't
become terrorists—they
could—but so far, that hasn't
usually been the case. This is a
dishonest correlation.
Second, his characterization
of illegal immigrants is
needlessly divisive and
simplistic.
Semantics are important
here. Referring to illegal
immigrants as "aliens" removes
any trace of humanity from our

discussion of these people. He's
implying that there are groups
of illegal immigrants lying in
wait, maliciously plotting to
steal American jobs.
Manythings drive immigrants
to enter this country illegally—
hunger, poverty, corruption at
home—but the desire to steal
American jobs isn't usually one
of them.
I'm not condoning illegal
immigration. I am condemning
Tancredo's unfortunate choice
of words and his recalcitrant
one-note campaign tactic.
So Tom—the next time you
want to make a point about
illegal immigration, could you
leave the dramatized portrayals
of terrorism, divisive
semantics, and sound effects
out of it?
Instead, why don't you offer
some reasonable solutions with
a little dignity?

students, faculty and staff – to
help me get there.
But here is how I really got
there, and I hope you can do the
same.
Keep time for yourself. One
of my favorite pastimes since I
arrived in Winona
074, is going on runs
around the lake. It
keeps me in shape.
It relieves stress. It's
something that I can
do for myself and
only for myself. I can
reflect on whatever
is bothering me. I
don't need to tell
you how beautiful this place is.
If you've ever run, or walked
or bladed around the lakes at
sunset, you know what I'm
talking about. If you've ever
dangled your feet over the
ledge of Garvin Heights or sat

against Sugar Loaf, you really
know what I'm talking about.
Get away from campus.
Despite what you may hear,
Winona can be a happenin'
town. If you like theater, check
out the Theater du Mississippi
downtown or the stage at Saint
Mary's University. Utilize
the many sports fields, tennis
courts, basketball courts, disc
golf courses and waters that
Winona offers.
Own the campus. Although
it's necessary to get away to keep
sane, feel important because you
are important. You're paying
thousands of dollars for it, so
use it! Walk around the library
in your socks. Take a nap on the
couches in the student union.
Find a corner that's yours, and
make it yours. Just try not to
mark your territory the oldfashioned way.

Do something random, and
do it as much as you can. Last
fall, I struck up a conversation
with a campus minister while
getting coffee at Mugby. Ten
minutes later I was riding
around a parking lot by the lake
on a high bicycle – you know,
the kind with a huge front
wheel from the Victorian Era?
(It's really easier than it looks!)
Another time, a faculty member
invited me to help bring the
Winona State River Explorer to
dock it in La Crosse, Wis., for
the winter. I ended up skipping
my afternoon classes to steer
a boat down the Mississippi
River, although my skills in
boat steering didn't match up to
my high-bicycle riding.
Be friends with your profs.
It may sound cliché, but your
professors do care about you.
And from my experience,

they'll treat you as an adult
if you treat them as an adult.
Unlike high school, you are on
an eye-to-eye level with your
instructors (except for those of
us that are vertically challenged
and must step on our tip-toes).
So whether you're here for
four years, or five or six, or just
one year, make it count. Winona
may only be a temporary part
of your life, but it's your life
at the present. Tom Petty was
right when he said that the work
never ends, but college does.

Singin' the graduation blues

Elena Grimm
Guest Op/Ed Columnist
Take it from someone who
knows.
There's an old saying about
how graduating college in four
years is like leaving
the party at 10:00.
So graduating
in three and a half
years is like leaving
the party at 9:30.
In • 16 days, the
party ends for a few
of us that have made
Winona State ours.
I have completed
the necessary requirements
to get my diploma. I have a
highly ranked GPA and a lot
of activities to tack onto my
resume.
And, I've had a wonderful
support base of friends –

Reach Elena Grimm at
ERGrimm2702@winona.
edu
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Travel study and study abroad
opporitunities available for Winona State students
Molly Beyer
WINONAN
This coming spring, 20-25
students from Winona State
University will make their
way to the arid desert of Cairo, Egypt on a week and a half
travel study program sponsored
by the mass communication department
According to Professor John
Weis, the professor who will
be leading the course, the students will first spend a week in
the classroom studying the relationships between the United
States and Cairo regarding their
media and gaining knowledge
and understanding of the country. They will also create group
research on Cairo before leaving.
The city of Cairo and other
locations that the group will
be visiting during the span of
the trip are very safe, explains
Weis. "It's totally based on
tourism [in Cairo], so that's
why it isn't dangerous to visit,"
he added.
During the visit, they will be
visiting the Old Market, which
is over 100 years old, the Cairo
Museum, taking a bus tour to
Giza to visit the pyramids, and
spend time in the sedate, sophisticated city of Alexandria.
In addition they will spend
a good amount of time working with Misr International
University (MIU), an Englishspeaking university in the
Middle East. Professor Weis
says that MIU started working
with student exchanges, such
as this trip, about a year and a
half ago.
Weis has always been a huge
believer in world study. He
wants the students who travel
with him to see what it's like to
experience a completely different culture from their own and
believes that experiencing these
things are life changing and an
incredible experience.
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Also leading a trip for the come from this historical
mass communications depart- city.
While this program was
ment is Professor Tom Grier,
who is taking another group of only offered to theatre stustudents a little closer to home. dents in the past, it is now
The group will be traveling open to all interested stuto southwestern United States dents.
to experience the Native AmerBratt will be taking the stuican culture with hopes to break dents on tours of theaters old
down some of the barriers be- and new, such as the Royal
tween their culture and ours National Theater and the hisand to gain a mutual respect for toric Globe Theater, which
has been recreated from its
each other.
Like the Egypt trip, students original structure.
At the end of the trip the
participate in a week-long inclass program to understand students write a paper about
news writing and other aspects what they learned about theof where they will be traveling atre and London itself, how
before leaving, says Grier.
the behavior of the citizens
Destinations include areas of of London differ from that in
Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and the U.S. and what they have
New Mexico. They will also learned about themselves.
travel to places like Canyon
Along with travel study,
De Chelly, the Navajo Cultural there study abroad opporinMuseum, Chimney Rock Ar- itities, which are slightly difcheological Area, Anasazi Her- ferent.
itage center, and much more.
According to Winona
According to Grier, goals of State's travel study website,
this travel study are to immerse travel study can be up to eight
the students in a different cul- weeks in duration, verses
ture, develop skills and abilities travel study's two week profor mass communication, in- gram. According to the Web
form and educate the public on Site, in addition to its longevthe Native American culture, ity, study abroad is interdisciand create quality portfolio plinary and "enhances student
pieces to help them get jobs in global and cultural awareness
the future, along with gaining through constant engagement
general travel experience and and reflection."
just having fun.
Winona State offers severThese are not the only two al study abroad opporitunities
travel study programs offered including Spain, Japan, South
at Winona State. In May of Korea, Australia, and China.
2008 there are 20-25 spots These trips allow students
available for a trip to London, to learn about and experience
lead by Professor David Bratt another culture while fulfilling
credits towards a degree from
and his wife.
Bratt says he enjoys taking Winona State, also giving you
students to London because better chances for future emit's exciting to walk down the ployment.
Travel study and study
streets where our culture came
from— places that we've read abroad bring many benefits,
about in books and learned such as self-confidence, opabout from history but wouldn't portunities to meet new people,
normally be able to experience. new life skills useful for the
He believes that London is an rest of your life, enhanced forimportant place for Americans eign language skills, creative
because much of our govern- problem solving, cross-cultural
ment, art, and literature has competencies, and flexibility.

Andrew Link/WINONAN
Winona State students, from left, Ben Wagner, Eric Hart, and
Alyssa Schauer take photos and video from the top of Notre
Dame Cathedral of Paris bell towers during the Mass Communication Department's travel study program to Paris, France

The community and business go to www.winona.edu/studyaworld these students will soon broad.
enter are also positively affected by diversity, awareness and
tolerance of new cultures and
experiences, and being able to
work better with the immigrant
Molly can be reached at
communities that are rapidly MBeyer06@winona.edu .
growing all around us.
Scholarships and grants are
also available to those who are
interested.
For more information on any
of the study abroad or travel
study options here at Winona,
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A musical melting pot from students more qualified than you

Our top-10 rock soundtracks of all time
Jack Chandler
WINONAN

With recent chart successes "Across the Universe,"
"American Gangster," and the
Eddie Vedder arranged "Into
the Wild," rock-inspired motion picture soundtracks are as
popular as ever. This week,
The Ruckus takes a look at (in
no particular order) our top 10
rock soundtracks of all time.
Crooklyn (1994)
The Spike Lee joint continues the director's tradition of
putting great music in his movies. Motown heavy with some
hip-hop and Latin-funk. Key
Track: "Signed, Sealed, Delivered I'm Yours" by Stevie
Wonder.
The Harder They Come
(1973)
The movie and soundtrack
that brought Rasta to America.
Legendary reggae musicians
like Jimmy Cliff and The Melodians all had contributions on
arguably the most culturally
significant soundtrack ever.
Key Track: "Rivers of Babylon" by The Melodians.
Tommy (1975)
Full of cameos from famous

musicians and actors, "Tommy" is such a visual orgasm
that it's hard to pay attention to
the music when you watch the
film. The Who's rock-opera
classic more than holds its own
when spun for a personal listen
though. Key Tracks: "Acid
Queen" by Tina Turner; "Pinball Wizard" by Elton John.
Pulp Fiction (1994)
It seems like people either
love or hate Quentin Tarantino, but everyone can agree
that his soundtracks benefit
from his control-freak directorial approach. With 60's surfrock, funk, soul, and R&B, the
double-platinum compilation
only adds to the confusion of
when this throwback-flick actually takes place. Key Tracks:
"Jungle Boogie" by Kool &
The Gang; "Misirlou" by Dick
Dale.
Purple Rain (1984)
If Prince told me to jump
off a cliff there's a 65 percent
chance I wouldn't do it. Hands
down the best bad movie you'll
ever see in your life. Key
Track: The film's highlight has
to be the "Dove's Cry" montage, I will personally give you
10 dollars if you can watch it
without laughing.

Boogie Nights (1997)
Director Paul Thomas Anderson goes from disco to soul
to hair-metal in this hilarious
take on the porn industry. Key
Track: "God Only Knows"
by The Beach Boys; "Boogie
Shoes" by Kool & The Gang
A Hard Day's Night (1964)
A revolutionary for its lasting impact on modern music
videos, "A Hard Day's Night"
has the Fab Four prepping for a
live television performance in
this black and white musical.
It's entertaining, if only for the
reason of seeing Beatlemania
at its peak. Key Tracks: All of
them.
Superfly (1972)

As is the case here, Blaxploitation films never were
as good as their soundtracks.

Curtis Mayfield's introspective
funk-soaked score proved to be
an incredible contrast to the almost sympathetic street-hustler
depictions of director Gordon
Parks Jr. Key Tracks: "Freddie's Dead," "Little Child Runnin' Wild."
The Graduate (1967)
The Simon and Garfunkel soundtrack was the first
of many Big Hollywood attempts to repackage existing
pop songs into big-budget
studio films. The melancholy
folk-harmonies fit Dustin Hoffman's anti-hero character to a
T. Key Track: "The Sound of
Silence."
Saturday Night Fever (1977)
Yea, you laugh until you're
the one watching the AMC enhanced version at 8 p.m. on a
Thursday night. Most often
recognized as the movie that
launched John Travolta to Hollywood stardom, "Saturday
Night" resurrected the Bee
Gees careers with track after
track of crying falsetto. Key
Track: I will brawl if you think
"Stayin' Alive" is superior to
"Night Fever." Also, Yvonne
Elliman's "If I Can't Have
You."

Interested in writing for
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The Winonan?
We are currently looking to hire
news and features reporters for
spring semester and the following
school year.

Pick up an application in
the Winonan office today!

The Fire Five
"No One"
Alicia Keys

After a 3-year absence from
the charts, Keys returns with
the first single off her new
album 'As I Am.' This is a
classic piano ballad from one
of R&B's best songwriters
and vocalists.
"Honey"
Erykah Badu

Two-steppers everywhere
rejoiced upon hearing the
neo-soul star was returning
with a new album slated for
an early 2008 release. Produced by Murs colleague 9th
Wonder, "Honey" drips with
sweet soul.
"It's Over"
Freeway

After a jail stint and the
breakup of hip-hop group
State Property, the Philadelphia MC is in true form on
his new album, 'Free at Last.'
Freeway attacks the singles
grainy horn sample with the
type of hard bar rhyming we
haven't seen since his last
solo effort.
"Wait a Minute
(Just a Touch)"
Estelle

The British singer/rapper brings out big dogs
Swizz Beatz, Mark Ronson,
WN.i.am, and John Legend for production direction
on her new album 'Shine.'
Missed a big break this
fall when Amy Winehouse
entered rehab, canning their
American tour.
"Be Your Santa Claus"
Keith Sweat

The 90's R&B kingpin returns
with a Christmas album to
keep fans occupied until the
release of his new solo disc
due out next year. I don't
think too many ladies would
mind finding Sweat in their
stockings this Christmas.

Please forward all emails for The
Ruckus to
JCChand13168@winona.edu.
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Environmental Club visits Power Shift 2007

Callie Runestad
For the Winonan

On November 2-5, 2007,
seven students from Winona
State University joined over
6,000 youth to tackle the urgent
issue of global climate change.
Power Shift 2007, the first ever
youth climate summit, brought
students from each of the 50
states to the University of
Maryland campus in College
Park, Md. and to Washington,
D.C.
Over 66 national environmental organizations facilitated hundreds of informational
workshops and panels for the
attendees. Organizations such
as the Rainforest Action Network, Greenpeace, and Sierra
Club encouraged students to
become involved in the movement through a green job fair.
Students also participated in
a lobby day proposing the aggressive 1 Sky campaign to sen-

Photo by Kaylyn Messer
More than 40 students from seven Minnesota colleges
spoke to Senator Norm Coleman on Monday, November 5, as a part of Power Shift 2007, the first national
youth climate summit held in College Park, Md.

ators and representatives from
their respective districts. This
campaign asks Congress to create five million green jobs, cut

carbon emissions 80 percent by
2050, and put a moratorium on
all new coal plants.
The seven students from

Winona State, along with over
45 students from Minnesota,
met with Senator Norm Coleman, Senator Amy Klobuchar,
and a staff member of Representative Tim Waltz, stressing
the urgency of acting immediately for our generation and
those in the future.
Senior Winona State student Emily Eng said, "Klobuchar was behind us 100 percent
and let us know how important
she thinks acting on climate
change is. On the other hand,
Norm Coleman was not very
open to our suggestions and
tried to encourage us to change
our views."
The summit concluded on
the U.S. Capitol West Lawn
where thousands of students
rallied to shift Congress' attention towards global climate
change. As Winona State student Aaron Hefty said, "This
is the most pressing issue our
world has ever faced and it

must unite our political leaders
in order for us to even have a
future."
After returning to Winona,
the students began S.E.E.D.S.
(Students for Environmental
Education and Developing
Sustainability). The goal of
this group will be to create a
monthly newsletter to educate
the student body on the problems and solutions regarding
climate change and how this
issue is being handled at the local and national levels.
Although the rally day was
the ending of the summit, the
power from students and political leaders proved to be a
sustainable source of energy
for these students and Winona
State University.
Reach
Callie
at
CBRunest3156@winona.edu .

Roberts:PowerShift2007,hopeand 1 1 th Hour,inspiration
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Jonathan Roberts
WINONAN

.

On Thursday, Nov 1st, at approximately 8:30 pm, myself
and 6 other students from

Winona State stepped onto a
bus full of students from across
Minnesota that was heading
to Washington, DC for Power
Shift 2007 where I attended a
special screening of Leo's new
global warming flick, "The
11th Hour." What is Powershift? Was the movie just like
Al Gore's? What's the deal
with celebrities making movies
about the environment when
they have four houses, fly every
other week, and don't even donate to the Boys and Girls Club?
Some questions are harder than
others to explain, but I'll try to
answer them all.
That weekend at Powershift
was just another step in the
transformation of the environmental movement. The last few
years have been tied up with
"the world is going to end!"
kind of fear which people have
come to associate with global
warming and the "drowning polar bears" metaphor from "An
Inconvenient Truth." I have to
tell you, when I was in DC, I
saw polar bears dancing.

12 Arts 6 Entertainment

Powershift was hope. "The
1 1 th Hour" was inspiration.
Leo provides minimal yet potent narration over an hour and
a half long montage of compelling interviews, beautiful National Geographic-esque nature
footage, and an inside look at
some of the current and future
projects and possibilities for
how we grow our food, produce
energy, and get from A to B.
It was interesting to see how
much a film like this has matured past its predecessors like
"Truth". It steps out with the
valid claim that we are destroying the planet, and now after
years of abuse, it is fighting
back by removing us. We are
now beginning to experience
the beginning of the nature's
revolt that will eventually destroy us. And the Earth will go
on, and there will still be birdies, fishies, and bugs and other
cute woodland creatures, but
we might not be around to see
it. Bummer.
BUT! ! ! There's hope, and
Oh my gosh! Who would have

thought, but it's us! Us, as in
people, humans, homo sapiens; we have the technology,
the intelligence, the opposable
thumbs to do it! "The 11th
Hour" spends the later half, if
not more, on the solutions, on
the things we're working on
right now to wean ourselves off
the succulent petroleum teat,
how to build, live, play, learn,
and work in a sustainable manner, working with our natural
environment rather than against
it. The movie showed different
options for energy, agriculture,
production, manufacture, building construction, transportation,
even city planning. It was a
call to action as an endangered
species more than a depressing
public service announcement.
At the www. 1 1 thhouraction.
corn, the film affiliated website,
they have literally hundreds of
ways to be involved in saving
the humans from planting trees
in Nigeria, to stopping coal in
North Carolina. There are supplemental videos, interviews,
and press releases on all the

current events that are shaping
after the initial limited release,
but currently you can request to
have a screening at your local
theatre, school, or place of worship.
"The 11th Hour" isn't going
to tell you any science or facts
you probably don't already
know about global warming.
What it will provide, in spades,
is a sense of hope, encouragement, and inspiration, to get up
and do something, not just to
save on your energy bill, but to
save the humans. This whole
movement is not about "who is
greener than who". It is about
everyone doing the best they
can, and for celebrities, making blockbuster movies seem to
their forte. The tag line from
the movie poster I think says it
pretty clearly. "Turn Mankind's
Darkest Hour Into Its Finest."

Reach Jonathan at
JPRoberts1732@winona.edu.

Spring 2008 brings new computer technology minor
Dana Kudelka
WINONAN
Winona State University is
nationally known for being one
of the premier institutions to
initiate a laptop program. With
this program, students receive a
new laptop every two years so
all their applications are always
up to date.
Now, thanks to the Winona
State computer science department, students from all majors
can learn how to get the most
out of their laptops. Starting in
spring 2008, a computer technology minor will be obtainable to all students.
One goal of offering a minor in computer technology,

according to computer science
professors Joan Francioni and
Tim Gegg-Harrison, is that it
will teach students how to get
the most out of their computers.
"The focus of this minor is
for students to apply their computers to their major and to enjoy their computers," Francioni
said. "Some students do not
know how to use all the applications offered."
Computer science chair
Gegg-Harrison also feels the
minor will be beneficial to all
students.
"(The computer technology
minor) will allow students to
be more effective with class
presentations," Gegg-Harrison
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Proof cast, Catherine, left, and Hal, played
by Winona State students Katy Stein and
Tyler Lueck, rehearse Nov. 1 in the Performing Arts Center. Proof opens tonight at 7:30
p.m. in the Dorothy B. Magnus Open Stage
Theatre.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••

said.
While the computer technology minor is only 18 credits,
three of the credits require students to take a 300 or 400-level
course within his or her major.
Students must take either
computer science (CS) 295
or 395 as his or hers capstone
class.
CS 295 is a computer technology project class. It asks the
student to use computer technology gathered in previous
computer science classes into
a project and apply it to their
major.

CS 395 is a communitybased computer technology
project class. It asks the student
to intertwine their knowledge
of computer technology and
community engagement—all
within their major.
All the classes offered within the minor have always been
offered to students, besides the
two capstone classes, Francioni
added. The minor is pulling together all the classes.
If students have already
taken the classes, students can
still sign up for the minor and
receive credit.

"Understanding technology
is a basic skill needed for all
college graduates," Gegg-Harrison said.
That understanding of the
computer will hopefully allow
students to use their computer
effectively Francioni added.
Both Francioni and GeggHarrison hope the computer
technology minor will allow
students to gain more confidence and become more computer savvy.
Dana can be reached
DJKudelk7481@winona.edu .

Photo Pix

THE WINONAN'S WEEKLY STUDENT PHOTO SPOTLIGHT

This week's Photo Pix selection is by
senior Nursing major,
Brady Whealon.

• W•'::".;•••

"Life's greatest shadows are cast behind us in
the light of the sun."
- Brady Wheaton
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THADprofessorselected
as a coordinator for
regionalTheatre Festival
Winona State University fac- while introducing them to some
ulty member Peggy Sannerud of the best lighting designers in
has been selected as a coordi- the United States today," she
nator on the Festival manage- said.
In its 3 8th year the American
ment team for the 2008 Kennedy Center American College College Theatre Festival's goal
Theater Festival Jan. 20-25, is to "encourage, recognize and
celebrate the finest and most
2008, in Omaha, Neb.
Sannerud, an assistant pro- diverse work produced in unifessor and production manager versity and college theatre profor the Winona State Depart- grams," as stated by the festival
ment of Theatre and Dance, has Web site.
For more information about
previously served as assistant
the festival you may visit:
coordinator of the festival.
For this year's workshop, www.kcactforg/.
Sannerud will coordinate the
David L. Thayer Lighting
Event, in which lighting students from throughout the Midwest come together to exhibit
their work, collaborate on new
work, and have their projects
Spring Break '2008 Sell
critiqued by Thayer and selected professionals. She will also Trips, Earn Cash, Go Free!
mentor lighting design students Best Prices Guaranteed to Jaas they test out their designs in maica, Mexico, Bahamas, S.
conjunction with lighting proPadre and Florida . Call for
fessionals and educators.
group discounts. 1-800-648Sannerud considers the po4849 www.ststravel.com
sition a great honor.
"It is so exciting to see the
young designers and their fresh
outlooks on lighting design,

WINONAN
INTERNSHIPS
Apply to the Winonan for an spring
semester internship that will lead
to a fulltime paid position for the
2008-2009 school year!
We are now accepting applications for:
News editor intern
Editor-in-chief intern
Sports editor intern
Stop in the Winonan office in the Lower Hyphen to pick up an application!
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A how to on dressing New entertainment on campus:
Runner-Up Improv Troupe
for a Winona winter
Ruth DeFoster
WINONAN

It has come to my attention that
many unfortunate young women
at Winona State were never taught
how to stay warm in the winter
months. This is the only explanation for the proliferation of miniskirts, shorts and flip-flops I have
seen on campus in sub-freezing
temperatures over the last two
years.
Luckily, I'm here to help. Here
are some pointers for the chilly female college student:
1. Stop wearing flip-flops by the
end of October. Or by the first
snowfall, whichever comes first.
When your extremities are exposed to sub-zero temperatures
for extended periods of time, they
are the first to get frostbite. No one
wants frostbitten toes.

up for not wearing pants. For that
matter, neither do tights or nylons.
If you think you're canceling out
your tiny skirt by wearing _giant
boots, you're wrong. Your thighs
are still exposed to the wind. And I
guarantee you you'll still be cold.
4. Wear a coat. This should go
without saying. Sweatshirts don't
count. Here's a handy tip—if you
want your coat to work properly,
put the coat on correctly, with the
zipper in the front, instead of wearing it backwards with your arms
stuffed through the sleeves, shivering beguilingly as you clutch your
books. It also helps if you zip the
coat.
5. Hats and mittens are your
friends. It gets cold in Minnesota.
You may wish to invest in a pair of
fluffy mittens and a nice hat.

I hope I've resolved any uncer2. Miniskirts in November and De- tainties you may have had about
cember make you look crazy. So winter outerwear.
If you have any questions about
do shorts, for that matter. You may
have very nice legs, but when you zipping your coat or wearing pants,
wear miniskirts in the frigid cold, feel free to ask for clarification.
you look desperate for attention I'm here to help.
and also a little nuts. People are
not staring at you because you're
Ruth can be reached at
hot; they're staring at you because
RMDefost2404@winona.edu
you must be cold. And crazy.
3. Big fluffy boots do not make

eLearning hosts
teaching online series
Winona State University's eLearning Center hosts a series on
teaching online courses through
Thursday, Dec. 6.
This session focuses on using
technology to enhance curriculum
in a way that supports learning objectives and allows students to become active learners.
These sessions are open to everyone, but are of particular interest to instructors who want to create online courses. Participants will
be enrolled in a D2L class entitled

"Online Course Quality," which
contains example materials.
Pre-registration is available, but
walk-ins are welcome.
For more information e-mail
WSU's eLearning Center at: eLearning@winona.edu

Carrie Mitchell
WINONAN

Quality
entertainment
seems like it can be a hard
find on the Winona State
campus. Sure, we can lay
down a few hundred or even
thousand dollars to get some
band to come to town for a
night and serenade the campus population with a few
tunes. But how many times
are we going to resort to that
before it starts getting old?
Luckily, a group of Winona State students has come
up with a solution.
Jake Larson, co-chiar for
the Wenonah Players-run
Winona Improvisational
Theatre has put together, with
help from fellow Wenonah
Players, what they call their
semi-professional improvisation comedy troupe.
Auditions were held and
members for the newly
formed 'Runner-Up
Improv' were officially
chosen:
Eileen Moeller, one
of the members of the
troupe, has been performing improvisation
and teaching improvisation games to friends
and peers for the past
two and a half years.
"Runner-Up is a good
outlet for those of us
who feel we have a talent we can share with
our fellow students. Plus
it gives us a glimpse at
what a professonal career in improvisational
theatre might potentially
be like," Moeller said.
"We ' re funny... and
we like to share our funny!"
After the group was
formed, they started
conducting rehearsals
and eventually showcased their hilarious talents on campus.
Soon after making
their campus debut at the

beginning of the semester,
Runner-Up starting making
appearances at community
events and fundraisers— the
most recent of which being
Rushford's `Floodapalooza,'
a fundraiser for flood relief
"Rushford was a good
learning experience," said
Moeller. "We learned a lot
about performing for a totally different kind of audience
and what jokes people who
weren't our peers got and
didn't get. Overall, it was a
great cause and we were honored to be asked to perform
for the people of Rushford."
Larson hopes to see the
troupe develop in the near
future.
"I hope that we move to an
even more professional grade
of performance. It would be
cool to incorporate music,
make the act more fluid and
get closer to a seamless performance."

The group performs once
a week for the Winona State
community. They originally
held their performances at
the Mugby Junction on Huff
Street, but the audience size
ended up getting too large
for the space. They now have
their Monday night performances at 9 p.m. on the Art
Tye Lounge stage in the student union and can accomodate a much larger audience.
Be warned— much of
their performance is geared
towards mature audiences,
but it's still side-splittingly
worth it.
Take a break form your
studying and go scheck out
Runner-Up Improv Troupe.
And maybe even bring a
change of underwear.
Carrie can be reached at
CLMitche6325@winona.
edu.

ee your phofogr4phy published!
Each week the VVinonan will feature one studentsubmitted photograph in our Features section.
We encourage student photographers of all kinds to be creative
and active in our community. Here's your chance to be published!
•Only one entry per student, per week
• Students must be currently enrolled at WSU
• Photos must be taken within one week prior to submission
• Deadline for submissions is Friday by 10 p.m.
•A photo of the photographer will accompany the photo
•Technical specs: JPEG I RGB color 1200dpi 15"x7"

Send your photo submission, with name, year,
major and caption (30 words max) to

PhbtoPixQ wiriona.edu
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Dobie departs as WSU's all-time assists leader
Justin Magill
WINONAN

of 2004, and the Warriors have
gotten better each year since
her arrival.
Ask Winona State UniverProof was provided this year,
sity volleyball coach Connie as WSU set a school record for
Mettille about Lisa Dobie and conference wins (10) and overshe will give a straight-forward, all wins (19).
This year wasn't the best
right-to-the-point answer.
"She has the best set of year for Dobie health-wise.
Earlier in the season she sufhands in the conference," Metfered a tear in her posterior cnttille said.
Dobie's job as setter for ciate ligament, which is located
WSU is to distribute the ball in the back of the knee.
to hitters like Kiersten Arendt,
The injury did not require
Kim Nemcek and all-confer- surgery, but it was not always
ence honorable mention Car- comfortable to play with.
"It hurts at times, but you
men Stankowski.
Dobie attended St. Francis just have to fight through it,"
High School in Glen Ellyn, Ill., Dobie said.
Dobie missed several matchand has played volleyball bees for WSU, and when she
fore she can even remember.
"I just loved it from the came back, the Warriors went
on their best winning streak of
start," said Dobie.
Dobie brought her love of the year.
She returned to the lineup on
volleyball to WSU in the fall

Sept. 28 against Wayne State (5,031) and finished fourth in
(Neb.) and led WSU to victory. the NSIC this year with 11.69
The Warriors followed with assists per game, earning her
their biggest win in school his- all-conference honors for the
tory against Southwest State first time in her career.
Dobie and the Warriors ran
the next night.
After Dobie reinto a hot MSUturned, the Warriors
Moorhead team
and fell to the
won 10 of their next
Dragons 3-1 (2511 matches, which
30, 19-30, 30-27,
vaulted WSU as high
as third place in the
24-30).
Northern Sun Inter"They came
collegiate Conferinto the tournaence standings.
ment as one of
Although the Warthe
better teams,"
D obie
riors' season didn't
Mettille said, "and
end the way they wanted, Do- they showed that to us.
bie is still proud of her team.
"It wasn't that we played
"We all played well together, bad, they just played a great
and we bonded more than any match against us."
other team that I was one since
Nemcek led WSU with 14
being here," she said.
kills, Jenna Padley had 13, and
Dobie ended her career as Stankowski added 10.
WSU's all-time leader in assists
Dobie finished her last match

in a Warrior uniform with 47
assists, and WSU finished the
season with a 19-14 overall record and a 10-8 NSIC mark.
Even though the season has
ended, Mettille is looking forward to next year.
"We had a lot of players get
a lot of experience this year,"
Mettille said. "We are all getting ready to get back in the
groove."
WSU seniors Dobie, Arendt
and Crystal Otte will not be in
uniform next fall, but their contributions played a huge role in
helping the Warriors achieve
some historic milestones.
"I am proud of what they did
for WSU volleyball over the
years," Mettille said. "I am sad
to see them go but excited to
see what they will do for themselves in the future."

Wiese, Peters lead 14 Warriors honored by NSIC
Adam Stanek
WINONAN
A successful season for the
Winona State football team
came to an abrupt end in the
first round of the NCAA Division II playoffs on Nov. 17
against North Dakota.
The 44-2 loss halted the
Warriors' nine-game winning
streak, which stretched from
their last loss on Sept. 8 against
South Dakota.
But despite the first-round
playoff loss, WSU surpassed
expectations this season.
After being picked in the
preseason to finish second in
the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference, the Warriors
surprised everyone by finishing
9-0 and winning the NSIC.
WSU finished the regular
season with a 10-1 record and
a No. 20 ranking, according to
D2Football.com .
"For the season, we accomplished more than what we

16 Sports

thought we were," said wide and only 11 interceptions.
WSU also had a 1,000-yard
receiver Scott Peters. "Many
people didn't think we would rusher in Alex Wiese.
Wiese, who amassed 1,458
win the conference championrush yards on 255 attempts and
ship."
WSU was just one of 24 18 touchdowns, led the NSIC
football teams to advance to the in rushing yards and rushing
touchdowns.
Division II playoffs.
Throughout the season,
On top of that, WSU had a
WSU coach Tom Sawyer had 1,000-yard receiver.
Peters
closed
one philosophy that
out his WSU castood out above the
reer with an NSICrest: Concentrate
leading 1,299 reon preparing yourceiving yards on
selves than on the
73 receptions and
opponent.
tied for the NSIC
"Its about how
lead with 13 touchwe play," said Sawdown receptions.
yer. "We don't really
Both Wiese and
talk that much about
Pe ters
Peters made the
the opponent."
Judging by WSU's success all-NSIC first team offense.
In total, 14 Warriors received
this season, it could be said that
all-conference accolades.
this philosophy works.
Additional Warriors to reStatistically, the Warriors
ceive all-conference honors inachieved some great marks.
Quarterback Drew Aber cluded junior offensive tackle
completed 218 of 387 passes Nick Urban, sophomore center
for 3,004 yards, 29 touchdowns Seth Haun and junior tight end

Todd Burkoth.
"It's really been an honor
On defense, only one War- and a privilege to play for this
rior was named to the first team: university," said Peters. "There
Senior cornerback Shawn Cun- will be memories, games and
ningham.
friendships that I will probably
Cunningham finished the remember for the rest of my
season with 82 tackles, three life."
sacks and two interceptions.
Aber made the NSIC second team alongside his teammate, freshman guard Jason
Enos.
On the second team defense was sophomore defensive tackle Ryan Rothwell
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
and senior linebacker Marcus
& SALES
LaBadie.
Receiving all-conference
Main St & Broadway
honorable mentions were
junior wide receiver Tyree
A Great Place To Live!
Burks, senior defensive end
Tenants Trust!
Kevin Michaelis, senior
safety Craig Martindale, junior safety Tyler Perkette and
junior punt returner Anthony
Buckner.
Overall, Peters summed
up how his career at WSU www.greatrivermanagement.com
felt:
email.grms@hbci.com

507-452-8808
FY Rill

HOUSES &
APARTMENTS

Penalty kicks doom Warriors in NCAA tourney
Matt Huss
WINONAN
The Winona State University women's soccer team was
eliminated in the second round
of the NCAA Division II tournament Nov. 11 by NebraskaOmaha in a manner that may
have seemed like déjà vu.
For the second game in
a row, the Warriors battled

through 90 minutes of regulation and two overtime periods
of scoreless soccer before falling in a shootout. The Mavericks defeated the Warriors 5-4
in penalty kicks.
While the situation was
similar and the results were the
same, the circumstances were
much different from WSU's
shootout loss to Southwest
Minnesota State in the first

round of the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference tournament 11 days earlier.
On Oct. 31, despite outshooting the Mustangs 32-3
and holding a 13-1 edge in
shots on goal, SMSU held on to
keep the game scoreless and to
force a shootout, in which anything can happen and any team
can escape with a win, no matter how well or how bad it may

A4 1.

Fred Schulze/WINONAN
WSU's Holly Sutton (3) tries to shake a Nebraska-Omaha defender during the Warriors' Central Region tournament second-round match Nov. 11 at Maxwell Field. The Warriors lost 5-4
in a shootout.

have previously played.
WSU lost to SMSU 4-3 in
PKs, becoming the first topseeded team to fall to a No. 8
seed in the history of the NSIC
tournament.
Against UNO, the roles were
reversed. It was WSU trying to
survive a speedy, UNO squad
that dominated in virtually every aspect of the game.
Third-seeded UNO held the
second-seeded Warriors without a shot on goal and dominated possession in regulation play
and the two overtime periods,
but WSU held on to keep the
game deadlocked at a scoreless
tie, forcing a shootout.
"We were not excited about
a shootout, because, usually, a
team that is controlling possession and having chances but not
scoring, more times than not,
that team ends up losing (the
shootout)," UNO coach Don
Klosterman said. "That scared
the heck out of us.
"If I'm Ali (Omar), I probably would have felt, 'Wow,
good, I'm glad we're in a
shootout with these guys; now
we can beat them."'
Against SMSU, WSU coach
Ali Omar opted to replace starting goalkeeper Amanda Diehm
with the more athletic freshman
keeper Amanda Kramer, mostly because the Mustangs never
got an opportunity to challenge
Diehm. Against UNO, it was
exactly the opposite, which is
why Omar stuck with Diehm,
who came into the game ranked
No. 1 in the nation in save percentage and goals-against average, for the crucial shootout.
"She was warmed up today;
she wasn't as cold as she was
last game," Omar said after the
game. "I looked her in the eyes,
and she wanted to be in, so I put
her in there."
The shootout went back
and forth. Each of the first two
shooters scored, the third for
each missed, and the next two
on each side converted.

On WSU's sixth attempt,
sophomore Bryna Peplinski
fired a shot off the hands of
UNO keeper Ellen Petersen,
who snatched the rebound right
before the ball sneaked over
the line, forcing Diehm into a
must-save situation.
UNO senior Dani McCawley, the MVP of the North Central Conference, beat Diehm in
the upper-left corner, eliminating WSU from its first tournament appearance since a firstround loss in 2001.
"It's tough to lose that way,
but you really can't do anything
about it," Omar said. "But our
kids did not lose; I don't have
one loser in that locker room."
Winona State's Holly Sutton was named the MVP of
the Central Region by Dak: tronics.
The senior forward led the
Warriors with 13 goals, 12
assists, five game-winning
goals and 38 points in her fiAlai season wearing the purple
and white.
Sutton, who was also
named the offensive player of
the year in the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference
for the second consecutive
season, was joined on the allCentral Region first team by
teammates Molly Bluni and
Amanda. Diehm.
Blum, a senior defender,
anchored one of the nation's
top defenses. Diehm, a junior
. goalkeeper, finished with
a No. 1 national ranking in
goals-against average (0.209)
and save percentage (.944).
Junior forward Amelia
Kasten and senior forward
Kayla Walters were named to
. the second team.
Kasten started all 21 games
and notched eight goals and
19 points. Walters, the NSIC
offensive player of the year
in 2005, had three goals and
six assists.
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UPSET
The attendance was listed
at just 1,004, but the matchup
— on paper — didn't provide
much reason for fans to forgo
their Thanksgiving break, especially since WSU came in having demolished NAIA Bethany
Lutheran and Division III Saint
Mary's and UW-Stout by an average of 51.3 points while scoring an average of just under 111
points per game.
In case you were one of the
many who missed the game,
here's a breakdown of how it
went down, beginning with
3:28 left in regulation, when it
looked like Jonte Flowers and
John Smith had combined to
stick the dagger.
3:28 — From the top of the
key, Flowers sends a high lob
pass that looks like it might
sail over the backboard. From
seemingly out of nowhere,
Smith leaps, snatches the ball at
its highest point and rocks the
backboard with a huge dunk.
WSU 67, UST 59
2:59 — After a blocked shot
by Quincy Henderson, Flowers
is fouled and converts on both
free throws. WSU 69, UST 59
2:37 — UST'S B.J. Viau
scores on a short hook under
the basket. WSU 69, UST 61

/

Continued from Page 20

2:23 — Smith is fouled and
hits both free throws. WSU 71,
UST 61
1:34 — Baby-faced freshman guard Tyler Nicolai swishes a deep 3 from the top of the
key. WSU 71, UST 64
1:19 — WSU calls a timeout
after a David Johnson turnover
forced by an aggressive, swarming UST full-court press.
1:09 — Nicolai misses an
acrobatic layup attempt in the
lane, but UST forward Al McCoy, despite being weighed
down by shorts that reach his
ankles, grabs the offensive rebound and is fouled on the putback attempt. McCoy hits both
free throws. WSU 71, UST 66
1:03 — Turnover by Henderson. The controversy begins.
Pressured by two Tommies in
the corner, Henderson spots an
open teammate, but his pass is
clearly knocked down by the
foot of a UST defender. A kick
save and a beauty, but clearly
illegal. The officials miss it.
0:56 — UST's Teddy Archer
is fouled and makes 1 of 2 free
throws. WSU 71, UST 67
0:53.5 — Flowers is fouled
and hits 1 of 2 free throws.
WSU 72, UST 67
0:46.1 — Archer makes a

1/~/M#91112,

Andrew Lin k/WINONAN
WSU's Jonte Flowers strips the ball from a St. Thomas player during the Warriors' 83-82 nonconference loss Saturday
at McCown Gymnasium.

18 Sports

move at the top of the key and
slices through the lane for a layup. WSU 72, UST 69
0:32.5 — Playing like a man
possessed, Archer dives to tip
the ball away from Fischer at
midcourt, leading to a layup for
Viau. WSU 72, UST 71
is

from the basket. "Personally, I
think that's a no-call situation,"
Leaf said after the game, "but I
didn't have a great angle." The
refs put a half-second back on
the clock and send Archer to
the line with a chance to tie it.
0:00.5 — Archer calmly

1

eve
Teddy Archer,
team's upset victo

omas:guat
over

0:25.7 —.- Henderson is
fouled and converts on both
free throws. WSU 74, UST 71
0:16.7 — UST takes a page
from Barton's late-game playbook from last year's national
championship game. A screen
is set for the speedy Nicolai at
the top of the key, forcing the
WSU defenders to switch. With
a burst of Anthony Atkinsonlike speed, Nicolai blows by
Smith to the right for an easy
layup. WSU 74, UST 73
0:15.3 — WSU's Travis
Whipple is fouled upon receiving the ensuing inbounds pass.
With a chance to give WSU
a three-point lead, the senior
guard makes 1 of 2 free throws.
WSU 75, UST 73
Final 15 seconds — Just a
truly surreal and unbelievable
sequence of events. A drive and
kick leaves UST freshman forward Anders Halvorsen wide
open in the corner. But Smith
virtually covers 15 feet in a split
second, leaps and gets a piece
of Halvorsen's shot. Henderson
chases down the loose ball and,
falling out of bounds over the
baseline, tosses it over his head
to halfcourt. Archer corrals it
with his back to the basket just
a split second before Flowers gets there and bumps him
from behind at the same time
the buzzer sounds. The referee's whistle, which came after
the buzzer, signals a blocking
foul on Flowers nearly 40 feet

swishes the first-free throw and
holds his pose. After a WSU
timeout, he swishes the second,
sending the game into overtime. WSU 75, UST 75
3:59 — Flowers is fouled
off the ball and hits both free
throws. WSU 77, UST 75
3:47 — UST sophomore
center David Baker is left alone
under the basket and ties the
game on an easy layup. WSU
77, UST 77
2:55 — After Johnson misses a 3-pointer, and Henderson
the tip-in from in close, Nicolai drives to his left and sinks a
tough, turnaround jumper. UST
79, WSU 77
2:33 — WSU answers right
back. A beautiful feed from
Fischer to Smith leads to an
easy layup. WSU 79, UST 79
1:48 — Flowers is fouled
on a drive and hits 1 of 2 free
throws. WSU 80, UST 79
0:51.7 — After a rare miss
by Nicolai, Henderson gets the
ball under the basket but misses
at point-blank range.
0:29 — Archer beats his defender, gets into the lane and
connects on a running jumper.
UST 81, WSU 80
0:17 — Not to be outdone,
Flowers drives into the lane,
leaves his feet, twists his body
in midair, squares his shoulders
to the basket and hits a hanging
jumper to put the Warriors back
on top. WSU 82, UST 81
0:08.1 — Nicolai works his

way to the baseline and, with
ice in his young veins, swishes
the go-ahead jumper. UST 83,
WSU 81
Final eight seconds of
overtime — Unlike last year's
NCAA championship game,
Leaf opts to call a timeout to
set up a final play. Flowers receives the inbounds pass from
under WSU's own basket and
races down the sideline, drawing contact just over the halfcourt line, but no foul is called.
Flowers loses control of the
ball upon entering the lane. The
final buzzer sounds without
WSU getting a shot of
The Tommies players
stormed the court, becoming
the first visiting team to celebrate a victory over the Warriors at McCown since Bemidji
State on Jan. 7, 2006.
"This is enormous," Archer
said. "This is the biggest game
I've ever played in. In high
school I won a state title, but
this makes that pale in comparison. To beat a team that was
national champions two years
ago and runners up last year is
just amazing.
"We had nothing to lose, and
they had everything."
Archer, who scored five
points in the final minute of
regulation play, finished with
10 points for the game. Nicolai,
one of four guards employed
by UST to counter WSU's size,
finished with a team-high 19.
Flowers led all scorers with
24 points and added six steals.
Smith scored 18 points and had
eight rebounds.
"I thought we were lackadaisical; I don't think we played
nearly our best defense," said
Leaf, whose team will open the
Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference season at Mary
(N.D.) on Friday. "We have to
make sure we're playing topnotch basketball each and every game, and we didn't bring
our 'A' game tonight."

BALLARD

Continued from Page 20

More often than not in his titles.
After winning coach-of-thefirst two years at WSU, Ballard
Three weeks after winning year honors in 2000, Ballard
and the Warriors were on the his third state title with Marsh- began butting heads with the
opposite side of blowouts like field, Ballard accepted the head CMSU athletic director, who
WSU's 35-point home-opening coaching position at Missouri demanded the veteran coach
win over the Falcons.
Southern State, an institution start bringing in junior-college
"I started sitting there on the with a floundering women's transfers. Ballard refused, and
bench thinking about that and basketball program, and one he eventually resigned. He apremembering how
that hoped Ballard plied for the women's coaching
it felt being on that
could work the job at Winona State and, in earend and how much I
same kind of magic ly July, accepted a position that
hated it and how so
at the Division II coaching colleagues considered
many teams rubbed
college level.
an act of career suicide.
it in our faces," said
Again, Ballard
"It was a daunting challenge,
WSU senior forinherited a pro- because this program was in
ward Amanda Regram in disarray. the worst shape of any that I
imer, who, earlier
Southern had won had inherited. I could tell they
this season, became
just nine games the were hungry for somebody that
Rei mer
just the 11th Warrior
previous year. Yet had a passion for it, somebody
to eclipse 1,000 career points.
the first thing he did upon tak- that had proven they could take
Adversity is nothing new to ing the job was cut the team's something that was broken
Ballard. He doesn't welcome it, star player for breaking NCAA and fix it," Ballard said. "I had
but he definitely knows how to rules.
people tell me when I took the
handle it.
That season, Ballard's team job, 'You can't turn it around
One week after graduating won 16 games, earning him — they've been bad forever.'
from high school, at 17 years coach-of-the-year honors. The But some people like to take
old, he married Nita, and the following season he went 27-4 automobiles and restore them; I
young couple moved into a and finished ranked No. 7 in the like to take basketball programs
trailer. To make ends meet, nation. After leading his team and restore them."
Nita worked two jobs, and Bal- to back-to-back appearances in
The team he inherited didn't
lard worked on the family farm the Sweet 16, Ballard accepted even have the requisite amount
while also student teaching at an offer from Central Missouri of starters. When former coach
his former high school.
State, where he faced an entire- Terri Sheridan resigned, a mass
When Niangua's girls bas- ly different kind of challenge.
exodus of WSU players folketball coach was fired, Ballard,
CMSU's women's team had lowed, leaving Ballard with
who had no plans of coaching talent, but it had even more at- just three returning players.
women's basketball, accepted titude. Ballard said the playDesperate for bodies, he took
the offer and led a team that ers he inherited didn't want to on Reimer, a volleyball recruit
featured his little sister to a 26- practice or go to class, but he who wanted to play basketball.
3 record before taking a pay
raise to coach at Marshfield.
Ballard inherited a team that
had never won more than 10
games. Before the season began, he implemented a threeweek conditioning program,
Scott Ballard, WSU women's basketball
and eight of the nine returning
coach, on his ability to turn losing programs
seniors quit before the first day
of practice. Finishing a lot of into winners,
its games with less than five
"Amanda approached me
players on the floor, Marshfield still led CMSU to a 23-5 record
about switching sports, and I
went 0-7 in conference play.
and a conference title.
"It wasn't fun; I couldn't was like, 'If you can chew gum
Four years later, he led his
team to a 32-0 record and a stand them," Ballard said. and run at the same time, then,
state championship — the be- "They had an attitude, terrible yeah, we can use ya," Ballard
ginning of a 96-game winning team chemistry — they weren't recalled with a laugh.
Ballard held three open trystreak that produced three state my kids."

"Some people like to take automobiles
and restore them; I like to take basketball programs and restore them."

Andrew Lin IdWINONAN
WSU women's basketball coach Scott Ballard celebrates
during the Warriors' 80-45 win over UW-River Falls Nov. 17
at McCown Gymnasium. The win gave Ballard his 300th collegiate coaching victory.

outs just a month before the
season began to fill the remaining six spots on his roster.
The Warriors won just three
games that season and finished
last in the NSIC.
WSU went 10-18 overall
and 3-11 in the NSIC the next
year, but, during the offseason,
its leading scorer, Liz Buttke,
transferred. Despite the loss,
WSU began the 2006-07season
8-5 before its leading scorer
and rebounder, Leslie Ross,
abruptly quit after refusing to
run as a punishment for "conduct detrimental to the team."
Despite all the adversity,
Ballard's club fell just one win
shy of tying the school record
for victories in a season and a
lost tiebreaker prevented the

Warriors from hosting a firstround NSIC tournament game
for the first time.
Like he had done at every
other stop, Ballard has seemingly defied logic, proved his
critics wrong and turned WSU
from a conference doormat to a
conference contender.
"I'm so darn competitive,
that, if somebody tells me I
can't do something, I may not
say anything, but you just lit a
fire in my belly — I'm going
to prove you wrong," he said.
"But it's not about me. I want
the kids and my assistants to
experience what it feels like to
be an overcomer — to do more
than what people thought you
could do. That's why I do what
I do."
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WINONAN

WSU's Ballard
earns 300th
career win
Matt Huss
WINONAN

Andrew Link/WINONAN
WSU players react after a foul is called with less than a second left in regulation against St. Thomas Saturday
at McCown Gymnasium. UST tied the score with two free throws and went on to upset WSU 83-82 in overtime.

Upset Shocker

Warriors suffer stunning overtime loss to Division III St. Thomas
Matt Huss
WINONAN
Winona State University men's
basketball coach Mike Leaf and his
players have been saying it all year:
The Warriors have a target on their
collective backs, and every team they
play is gunning for them; they're going to receive everybody's best shot. It
comes with the territory of being the
No. 1-ranked team in the nation an d a

squad that won the national title two
years ago and finished as the runnersup last season.
The Warriors, who busted off an
NCAA Division II record 57 consecutive wins before falling to Barton in
the championship game a year ago,
know better than anyone how difficult
it is to be perfect night in and night
out. Upsets are inevitable in college
basketball. Earlier this year, Division
II Grand Valley State upset Michigan

State in an exhibition, and Division II
Findlay did the same to Ohio State,
the NCAA Division I runners-up a
year ago.
WSU's 83-82 overtime loss to Division III Saint Thomas wasn't an exhibition game, but the atmosphere in
McCown Gymnasium certainly made
it seem like it was.
See UPSET, Page 18

FOOTBALL:

VOLLEYBALL:

WSU falls to North Dakota in NCAA
tourney; Peters, Wiese honored
Page 16

Lisa Dobie leaves WSU as Warriors'
all-time assists leader
Page 16

20

Twenty-seven years ago, Scott Ballard
broke a vow he was determined to keep.
At 23 years old, he was preparing for his
second year as head coach ofNiangua (Mo.)
High School's girls basketball team when
he learned his star player was pregnant and
would miss the upcoming season. Ballard
was so bothered that he told his wife, Nita,
he'd never coach girls again.
"I was young, and I was foolish, and I
was narrow-minded," said Ballard, who
didn't like things happening outside of his
control. "I was inexperienced."
The following fall, Ballard took a job
six miles away at Marshfield High School,
Niangua's biggest rival, where he was given
a pay raise to be a driver's education teacher and an assistant football and track coach
two sports that Ballard had never played,
but two sports that dealt strictly with boys.
A week after signing his contract, Marshfield's head girls basketball coach resigned,
and Ballard was asked if he wanted the
J ob.
"I told my wife, 'Man, I wanted to get
out of coaching girls, — he recalled. "And
she said, 'I tell you what: I don't think I
could stand being around you in the winter
if you're not coaching basketball.'"
Ballard accepted the job, and, sitting in
his office 27 years later as head coach of the
Winona State University women's basketball team, said breaking that vow was one
of the best decisions he's ever made. On
Nov. 17, after an 80-45 win over UW-River
Falls, Ballard recorded his 300th career collegiate coaching victory.
See BALLARD, Page 19

SOCCER:

Warriors fall 5-4 in shootout,
eliminated from NCAA tournament
Page 17

